Orritor Nursery News





September

A big welcome to Orritor Nursery Unit

We hope everyone will settle in well and that you and your child will enjoy your time here.

We want to thank everyone for all their help and support over the first week. Thank you all so much for following the guidance and helping to keep everyone safe. It is very much appreciated.

During September our topics of interest will be settling in and ourselves. We will be having fun getting to know our new friends in Nursery and settling into the school routine. 

Could you please ensure your child has a spare set of clothes (in case of accidents) left on their peg all year. Please also ensure your child has appropriate clothes for outdoor play, a coat when cold and sun hat / sun cream if we are lucky enough to have nice weather. Trainers should have Velcro fastenings or be slip on.  
Each day a healthy snack is provided for the children. This will consist of both a variety of fruits / vegetables and a choice of breads. Milk and water will be provided to drink. Please let us know if your child has any allergies or severe dislikes. Please note that both the Nursery and school are a nut free zone. No food should be brought into Nursery.
We aim to settle children in gradually and the routine, as long as your child has settled, will be weeks 1 and 2 - 11.30am finish. Weeks 3, 4 and 5- 12.30pm finish with lunch. week 6 - 1.15pm finish (staggered from 1pm). Due to insurance reasons we can have no children in Nursery before 9am.

On week 5 (28th September) both bubbles will come together to form a whole class.

Providing they have settled, your child will begin dinner on their third week at Nursery. Dinner money is £12.50 per week. Please send in a sealed envelope with your child’s name on it every Monday morning. If writing a check please make it payable to the Education Authority. (Note: Children on free school meals pay only snack / fund money.) Snack / fund money is £10 per month (could this please be paid in cash, many thanks). Dinner menus can be found under the news heading on the school website.
The Cookstown 100 motorcycle race is scheduled to take place on Friday 11th September. Due to road closures Nursery will finish at 10.30am that day. If the race does not go ahead Nursery will finish at 11.30 as usual.

Sickness – we have had a few queries about when children should attend school if they are sick. If your child is sick we would appreciate it if you could phone us (86751412) and let us know. Children should not attend if they have any Covid19 symptoms – new continuous cough, temperature, loss of taste or smell. Children should also not be sent to school if they require medication like Calpol or Nurofen as these mask symptoms. No child should be on site if they have vomiting or diarrhoea and following Public Health advice children must be kept off until 48 hours after the last bout of sickness / diarrhoea. This year we would ask you to err on the side of caution if your child is sick. If your child is not well we will contact you to arrange for them to be collected. Please make sure contact details are up to date.

We sent home a short all about me questionnaire with the welcome pack to help us get to know your child and help them settle into school. Could these please be filled in and returned as soon as possible. Could any outstanding forms and photo permissions also please be returned to the school as soon as possible please.
Finally, just in case we had to return to blended learning could everyone please check if they can access the Nursery seesaw account. This is also where I will post any messages to the class. If you have any problems please ask. Keep an eye on the school website www.orritorps.co.uk. This can also be accessed on the schools NI app, download the app and search for Orritor PS. Any updates will be posted here.
If you queries about anything please do not hesitate to approach me or Mrs Ferry. We appreciate that nursery is a big step for both you and your child, especially this year, and we are here to help in anyway we can.
Many thanks, 
Miss Thompson

